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PART ONE

	What are the learning objectives?
	How, where, and when are they assessed? 
	What are the expectations?
	What are the results?
	Committee/ person responsible?  How are results shared?

	1.The ability to demonstrate critical thinking about gender issues.
	During AY2009-2010, 23 Assessment Pre-Surveys and 20 Post-Surveys were collected from 6 sections of WST 2309G and from 1 section of WST 4309; 8 Exit Interviews were conducted from 1 section of WST 4309. The survey and interview results were read by members of the WST Assessment Committee. Questions 1-5 of the survey address this Student Learning Objective (SLO).

In addition, final papers were collected from 6 sections of WST 2309G and 1 section of WST 4309, and a random sample of these papers was read by the Assessment Committee members.


	Students leaving WST2309G will demonstrate critical thinking about gender issues and how these affect their everyday lives. These students will be able to express their thinking using Women’s Studies vocabulary regarding gender and sex. 

Students leaving WST 4309/graduating from the WST minor will demonstrate a more complex understanding of gender issues and how these affect their everyday lives. These students will use more complex vocabulary regarding gender and sex.
	The materials collected from AY 2009​–2010 demonstrated critical thinking about gender issues in both WST 2309 and WST 4309.  Students in WST 2309 were more likely to use the language of Women’s Studies to define “gender” and were more likely to view gender as socially constructed in post-surveys than in pre-surveys. WST 2309 students were also able to generate a larger number of examples of gender issues in post-surveys than in pre-surveys.In the three final exam essays analyzed, WST 2309 students demonstrated the ability to use Women’s Studies vocabulary to make complex, well thought out points about gender issues.  

As expected, students completing WST 4309 demonstrated deeper and more complex critical thinking regarding gender issues than students completing WST 2309G. Students in WST 4309 did not show significantly different levels of critical thinking between pre- and post-surveys. In essay exams, WST 4309 students were able to express much more complicated views and more sophisticated vocabulary than WST 2309 students: for example, WST 2309 students were able to state that there are more than two genders and to use the term “intersex,” while a WST 4309 student discussed “the idea of intersectionality, to explain that there is not one kind of normativity.”
	Carrie New, WRC mgr., administered the survey in all courses; members of the WST assessment committee read, scored, and evaluated the assessment documents. Course papers were collected by individual instructors and shared with Assessment Committee members (w/ names redacted) by New and Ludlow. Results of the assessment process will be shared with WST faculty and program members at future WST meetings and via e-mail.


	2.The ability to articulate how political, social, economic, and/or religious factors influence gender role expectations.
	During AY2009-2010, 23 Assessment Pre-Surveys and 20 Post-Surveys were collected from 6 sections of WST 2309G and from 1 section of WST 4309; 8 Exit Interviews were conducted from 1 section of WST 4309. The survey and interview results were read by members of the WST Assessment Committee.  Question 3 of the survey addresses this SLO.

In addition, final papers were collected from 6 sections of WST 2309G and 1 section of WST 4309, and a random sample of these papers was read by the Assessment Committee members.
	Students will leave WST2309G able to articulate that political, social, economic and/or religious factors influence gender role development. 

Students will leave WST 4309/graduate from the WST minor able to articulate in more complex vocabulary how political, social, economic and/or religious factors intersect to influence gender role development.
	The materials collected from AY 2009-2010 demonstrated that students in both WST 2309 and 4309 recognize that gender role expectations are influenced by political, social, economic, and/or religious factors. All but two WST 2309 students reported in the pre-survey that at least some gender role expectations were placed on them. In the post-survey, all WST 2309 students stated that gender role expectations were placed on them. WST 2309 students were also able to broader range of gender role expectations in post-surveys than in pre-surveys.  

Thirteen of the WST 2309 papers analyzed were historically-based research papers. All of these papers demonstrate at least some

awareness that political, social, economic, and/or religious factors have influenced the gender role development of individual women or political movements.

Students in WST 4309 were more likely than students in WST 2309 to focus on the ways in which political, social,

economic, and/or religious factors influenced gender role development. Students in WST 4309 were more likely to focus on the societal level rather than on personal experience when discussing gender role expectations; only one WST 4309 student in the pre- and post-surveys discussed the expectations personally faced.

In the final essay exams on Third-Wave Feminism in WST 4309, students referenced specific political, social, and economic factors influencing gender and feminist theory. 

	Carrie New, WRC mgr., administered the survey in all courses; members of the WST assessment committee read, scored, and evaluated the assessment documents. Course papers were collected by individual instructors and shared with Assessment Committee members (w/ names redacted) by New and Ludlow. Results of the assessment process will be shared with WST faculty and program members at future WST meetings and via e-mail.


	3.The ability to demonstrate awareness of comparative gender differences within and across cultures and subcultures.
	During AY2009-2010, 23 Assessment Pre-Surveys and 20 Post-Surveys were collected from 6 sections of WST 2309G and from 1 section of WST 4309; 8 Exit Interviews were conducted from 1 section of WST 4309. The survey and interview results were read by members of the WST Assessment Committee. Question 4 of the survey addresses this SLO.

In addition, final papers were collected from 6 sections of WST 2309G and 1 section of WST 4309, and a random sample of these papers was read by the Assessment Committee members.
	Students will leave WST2309G able to demonstrate, in Women’s Studies vocabulary, an awareness of comparative gender differences within and across cultures and subcultures. 

Students will leave WST 4309/graduate from the WST minor articulating, using more complex vocabulary, an awareness of comparative gender differences within and across cultures and subcultures.
	The materials collected from AY 2009-2010 demonstrated student awareness of the cultural contexts in which women have lived and worked. In both WST 2309G and WST 4309, students were able to articulate a variety of examples of how culture affects the ways in which women live and work. For example, 

“in some cultures women take on the men’s jobs”; “In the United States women are granted the freedom to do what they want with their lives, but in the middle east women have a lot more limitations.”  The post-survey results revealed the more specific answers.

Surveys for WST 4309 revealed a more sophisticated understanding of the definition of gender in a cultural context.
	Carrie New, WRC mgr., administered the survey in all courses; members of the WST assessment committee read, scored, and evaluated the assessment documents. Course papers were collected by individual instructors and shared with Assessment Committee members (w/ names redacted) by New and Ludlow. Results of the assessment process will be shared with WST faculty and program members at future WST meetings and via e-mail.


	4. The ability to demonstrate an appreciation of the diverse experiences and perspectives that shape human culture, in service of global citizenship.
	During AY2009-2010, 23 Assessment Pre-Surveys and 20 Post-Surveys were collected from 6 sections of WST 2309G and from 1 section of WST 4309; 8 Exit Interviews were conducted from 1 section of WST 4309. The survey and interview results were read by members of the WST Assessment Committee. Questions 4-6 of the survey address this SLO.

In addition, final papers were collected from 6 sections of WST 2309G and 1 section of WST 4309, and a random sample of these papers was read by the Assessment Committee members.
In addition, this SLO is measured by student participation in campus and community activities, as reported by individual instructors.
	Students will leave WST2309G able to demonstrate, using Women’s Studies vocabulary, an appreciation of the diverse experiences and perspectives that shape human culture, in service of global citizenship. 

Students will leave WST 4309/graduate from the WST minor articulating, using more complex vocabulary, an appreciation of the diverse experiences and perspectives that shape human culture, in service of global citizenship.
	The materials collected from AY2009-2010 in both WST2309 and WST4309 did note an appreciation of the diverse experiences and perspectives that shape human culture. They did not, however, relate this in terms of global citizenship. As noted for SLO 3, above, students were able to articulate a variety of examples of how culture affects the ways in which women live and work, which did demonstrate an awareness of differences that exist. While cultural values were implicit in their answers, the majority of students did not answer the question on global citizenship.

As expected, students completing WST4309 used more sophisticated language in their descriptions of gender as a cultural difference, and  students who responded expressed an awareness of gender differences within our culture. They indicted an appreciation of “global citizenship.” For example, one student wrote, “If you know who you are, you can better understand what you can do for the world around you.”
	Carrie New, WRC mgr., administered the survey in all courses; members of the WST assessment committee read, scored, and evaluated the assessment documents. Course papers were collected by individual instructors and shared with Assessment Committee members (w/ names redacted) by New and Ludlow. Results of the assessment process will be shared with WST faculty and program members at future WST meetings and via e-mail.


	5. To demonstrate an ability to speak and write clearly about the historical development and/or contemporary applications of feminist theory.
	During AY2009-2010, 23 Assessment Pre-Surveys and 20 Post-Surveys were collected from 6 sections of WST 2309G and from 1 section of WST 4309; 8 Exit Interviews were conducted from 1 section of WST 4309. The survey and interview results were read by members of the WST Assessment Committee.  Question 7 of the survey addresses this SLO.

Final exam essays were collected from 1 section of WST 4309, and a random sample of these essays was read by the Assessment Committee members.
	Students will leave WST2309G able, using Women’s Studies vocabulary, to speak and write clearly about the basic historical development and/or contemporary applications of feminist theory. 

Students will leave WST 4309/graduate from the WST minor having engaged directly with contemporary and historical feminist theory. 
	Materials collected in AY 2009-10 reflected students’ increasing ability to articulate major feminist theories as they move from WST2309G to WST4309 to graduation.

WST2309G pre-surveys showed that students had little understanding of feminist theory, or even what feminist theory was.  They often referred to it as “the feminist theory,” indicating that they believed the question to be referring to feminism itself as the “theory.”  In WST2309 post-surveys, students indicated that feminist theory taught them “how many things are interconnected with gender.”  Another student said “It has opened my eyes to a broader view of what feminism represents.”  It is clear that students at the end of the course, while they may not be versed in the more complex feminist theories, are clearly aware that feminism takes many forms, changes over time, and that gender issues affect their lives.
In WST4309 pre-surveys, students indicated a greater awareness among these students of feminist theory, even at the beginning of the course.  They made comments such as: “[feminist theory] brought me better understanding of gender and how it is related to other aspects such as society, race, sexuality, economics, etc” and “I’m able to see where women have been, how progress is made.” WST4309 post-surveys did not necessarily indicate a more nuanced understanding of feminist theory than the pre-surveys did, but the WST4309 final exams suggest a much deeper engagement with feminist theory.
WST 4309 final exams include essays that undertake extensive dialogues with various feminist theoretical texts.  These essays are clear and nuanced in their discussion of theoretical issues.

	Carrie New, WRC mgr., administered the survey in all courses; members of the WST assessment committee read, scored, and evaluated the assessment documents. Course papers were collected by individual instructors and shared with Assessment Committee members (w/ names redacted) by New and Ludlow. Results of the assessment process will be shared with WST faculty and program members at future WST meetings and via e-mail.


PART TWO  

Describe your program’s assessment accomplishments since your last report was submitted.  Discuss ways in which you have responded to the CASA Director’s comments on last year’s report or simply describe what assessment work was initiated, continued, or completed.

1. We updated the Student Learning Objectives, as per CASA Director’s suggestions, reducing their number from seven to five.

2. All WST instructors, including those in cross-listed courses, were asked to put the new Student Learning Objectives on their syllabi, in an effort to facilitate continuity between courses.

2. The WST Program began collecting syllabi from all WST and cross-listed courses and will keep them on file.

3. Beginning this academic year, WST minors will collect material for portfolios which will be evaluated at the end of their time at EIU.
PART THREE 
Summarize changes and improvements in curriculum, instruction, and learning that have resulted from the implementation of your assessment program.  How have you used the data?  What have you learned?  In light of what you have learned through your assessment efforts this year and in past years, what are your plans for the future?  

We are now entering Year 2 of our planned five-year assessment revision. As described in Part Two, we met our first year’s goals for implementing the new assessment program. The primary impact of these revisions on the WST program has been greater continuity among WST courses and better coordination among faculty now that each course syllabus includes the common program objectives.

Our goals for the next four years are as follows:

Year 2 (2010-11)
• continue all assessment activities as listed, above

• create a rubric for use by all WST faculty, for assessment purposes (CONTINGENT UPON FACULTY APPROVAL)

• begin comparative assessment of WST2309G, across semesters and years (i.e., AY2009-10 compared with AY2010-11)

Year 3 (2011-12)
• continue all assessment activities as listed, above

• create a rubric for assessment of student assessment portfolios (CONTINGENT UPON FACULTY APPROVAL)

• begin comparative assessment of WST4309, across years (i.e., AY2010-11 compared with AY2011-12)

Year 4 (2012-13)
• continue all assessment activities as listed, above

• begin comparative assessment of graduating WST minors, using student portfolios (i.e., AY2011-12 compared with AY2012-13)

Year 5 (2013-14)
• re-evaluate WST assessment plan and protocol, revising and updating as needed

Please complete a separate worksheet for each academic program (major, minor) at each level (undergraduate, graduate) in your department.  Worksheets are due to CASA this year by June 15, 2010.  Worksheets should be sent electronically to � HYPERLINK "mailto:kjsanders@eiu.edu" ��kjsanders@eiu.edu� and should also be submitted to your college dean.  For information about assessment or help with your assessment plans, visit the Assessment webpage at � HYPERLINK "http://www.eiu.edu/~assess/" ��http://www.eiu.edu/~assess/� or contact Karla Sanders in CASA at 581-6056.	
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